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(57) ABSTRACT

A nasal applique and corresponding applicator for placing 
the applique on the nose of a user. The applique includes a 
flexible body including a first surface and an opposing 
second surface with at least one perforation extending from 
the first surface to the second surface. The first surface 
includes an adhesive disposed thereon to enable the first 
surface to be selectively attachable to the nose of the wearer. 
A metallic element is coupled to the flexible body and is 
configured to interact with the magnet when the magnet is 
positioned adjacent the nose of the wearer and the flexible 
body is attached to the nose of the wearer. The interaction 
between the metallic element and the magnet imparts a 
dilating force on the nose of the wearer, which causes the 
nose of the wearer to dilate.
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NASAL APPLIQUE AND RELATED 
APPLICATOR FOR APPLYING APPLIQUE 

TO A NOSE OF A WEARER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 14/799,192, filed Jul. 14, 2015, which 
is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
14/622,448, filed Feb. 13, 2015 and published as United 
States Patent Application Publication No. 2015/0173934, 
which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application 
Ser. No. 14/502,348, filed Sep. 30, 2014 and published as 
United States Patent Application Publication No. 2015/ 
0173933, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 61/918,826, filed Dec. 20, 2013, and U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 61/937,018, filed Feb. 7, 2014, 
the contents of each of the foregoing applications being 
expressly incorporated herein by reference.

STATEMENT RE: FEDERALLY SPONSORED 
RESEARCH/DEVELOPMENT

Not Applicable

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field
The present invention relates generally to components for 

breathing enhancement, and more specifically to a nasal 
applique wearable on a user’s nose for use with a breathing 
enhancement system and a related device for easily and 
correctly placing the appliques on the user’s nose.

2. Description of the Related Art
It is readily understood that breathing is important when 

playing sports or taking part in physical competition due to 
the increased demand for oxygen by the body. Breathing 
may be achieved by drawing air into the body through an 
individual’s nostrils and/or through the individual’s mouth. 
However, in some instances, it is preferable to breathe 
almost exclusively through the nostrils, as there may be a 
downside to breathing through one’s mouth. Along these 
lines, breathing through the mouth may lead to rapid water 
loss and heat loss, both of which increase the likelihood of 
exercise-induced asthma.

It is also understood that eyewear is commonly used when 
participating in many sports and activities. Such eyewear 
may include protective eyewear, or vision-enhancing (e.g., 
prescription) eyewear. For instance, goggles are readily 
worn by many athletes participating in snowboarding, ski
ing, motocross, automotive racing, basketball, baseball, 
hockey, etc. Goggles are typically configured such that a 
portion of the goggle frame extends over the wearer’s nose, 
and thus, goggles may impact one’s ability to breathe 
through the wearer’s nasal passage. Along these lines, many 
goggles are fitted with a foam liner which interfaces with the 
wearer’s face to create a barrier or seal which prevents snow, 
rain, dirt or other debris from entering the goggles and 
creating a potential irritant in the wearer’s eye. In order to 
create an effective seal or barrier around the goggles, the 
goggles are compressed against the wearer’s face, typically 
through the use of an elastic band which is worn around the 
head. The compression of the foam liner against the wearer 
tends to compress the nasal passages of the wearer, which 
further inhibits the ability of the wearer to breathe through 
the nose.

1
Accordingly, there is a need in the art for a device which 

can be used with a goggle or other eyewear for enhancing 
the wearer’s ability to breathe through the wearer’s nasal 
passage. Furthermore, in view of the unique anatomy asso
ciated with the nose, there is a need to ensure such breathing 
enhancement device is properly applied to the user’s nose. 
Various aspects of the present invention address this par
ticular need, as will be discussed in more detail below.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In accordance with one embodiment of the present dis
closure, there is provided a disposable apparatus (e.g., an 
applique) attachable to the nose of a user, the apparatus 
being adapted for use with a magnet to impart a dilating 
force on the user’s nose to open the nasal passages to 
increase the efficiency of the user’s breathing.

According to one particular embodiment, the disposable 
apparatus includes a flexible body including a first surface 
and an opposing second surface with at least one perforation 
extending from the first surface to the second surface. The 
first surface includes an adhesive disposed thereon to enable 
the first surface to be selectively attachable to the nose of the 
wearer. A metallic element is coupled to the flexible body 
and is configured to interact with the magnet when the 
magnet is positioned adjacent the nose of the wearer and the 
flexible body is attached to the nose of the wearer. The 
interaction between the metallic element and the magnet 
imparts a dilating force on the nose of the wearer, which 
causes the nose of the wearer to dilate.

The flexible body may include a plurality of perforations 
extending from the first surface to the second surface. The 
plurality of perforations may be spaced radially outward 
from the metallic element. The plurality of perforations may 
be spaced from an outer periphery of the flexible body. Each 
of the plurality of perforations may be generally linear and 
extends in a radially outward direction relative to the metal
lic element. The plurality of perforations may include a first 
set of perforations extending in a first axial direction and a 
second set of perforations extending in a second axial 
direction generally perpendicular to the first axial direction.

At least a portion of the flexible body may extend radially 
outward beyond the metallic element to define a flexible 
peripheral portion. The flexible body may include a first 
layer and a second layer attached to the first layer, with the 
metallic element being captured between the first layer and 
the second layer. A peel-away layer may be coupled to the 
flexible body and covering the adhesive disposed on the first 
surface.

The flexible body may define a flexible body plane, and 
the metallic element may have a generally planar first 
surface substantially parallel to the flexible body plane, and 
an arcuate second surface coupled to the first surface of the 
metallic element.

According to yet another embodiment, there is provided 
an applicator for placing a pair of nasal appliques on 
opposing lateral regions of a nose of a user. The applicator 
includes a base and a nose rest coupled to the base and 
adapted to rest adjacent the nose of the user. A pair of stop 
members are coupled to the base and are arranged in 
generally opposed relation to each other. A pair of applicat- 
ing elements are also coupled to the base, with each appli- 
cating element being engageable with a respective one of the 
pair of nasal appliques. Each applicating element is selec
tively transitional between a first position and a second 
position. When each applicating element is in its first 
position, the applicating element is positioned adjacent the
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respective one of the pair of stop members, and when each 
applicating element is in its second position, the applicating 
element is moved away from the respective one of the pair 
of stop members for placing the respective one of the pair of 
nasal appliques on the nose of the user.

The nose rest may be translatably coupled to the base. The 
applicator may additionally include an adjuster coupled to 
the base and the nose rest, with the adjuster being configured 
to enable selective translational adjustment of the nose rest 
relative to the base.

Each applicating element may include a magnet adapted 
to impart a magnetic force on a corresponding metallic 
element included in the respective one of the pair of nasal 
appliques. Each applicating element may also include an 
arm coupled to the base, and a pad coupled to the arm. The 
pad may be pivotally coupled to the arm. The arm and the 
base may be configured to allow the arm to flex relative to 
the base as the applicating element transitions between the 
first and second positions. The arm may be integrally 
coupled with the base.

Each stop member may include a primary wall and a 
peripheral wall extending from the primary wall, with the 
primary wall and peripheral wall collectively defining a 
cavity adapted to receive at least a portion of a respective 
one of the pair of applicating elements in the first position. 
The primary wall may be disposed about an opening through 
which the respective one of the pair of applicating elements 
extends.

The present disclosure will be best understood by refer
ence to the following detailed description when read in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features and advantages of the various 
embodiments disclosed herein will be better understood with 
respect to the following description and drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a top view of an embodiment of a nasal applique 
positioned on a lateral region of a wearer’s nose, the nasal 
applique having perforations arranged in a starburst pattern;

FIG. 2 is a top view of the nasal applique depicted in FIG.
1;

FIG. 3 is a side cross sectional view of the applique 
depicted in FIG. 2 taken along line 3-3;

FIG. 4 is an end cross sectional view of the applique 
depicted in FIG. 2 taken along line 4-4;

FIG. 5 is a top view of another embodiment of a nasal 
applique positioned on a lateral region of a wearer’s nose, 
the nasal applique having perforations arranged in a cross- 
hatch pattern;

FIG. 6 is a top view of the nasal applique depicted in FIG.
5;

FIG. 7 is an upper perspective view of an applicator and 
a pair of nasal appliques separated from the applicator;

FIG. 7Α is an upper perspective view of a ball-and-socket 
joint connecting an applicating pad to an arm;

FIG. 7Β is an upper perspective view of the ball-and- 
socket joint depicted in FIG. 7Α, with the applicating pad 
exploded from the arm;

FIG. 8 is a top view of the applicator and nasal appliques 
coupled to the applicator and ready for application on 
respective lateral regions of the wearer’s nose;

FIG. 9 is a top view of the applicator and nasal appliques, 
with the appliques being pressed to the respective lateral 
regions of the wearer’s nose; and

3
FIG. 10 is a top view of the applicator being retracted 

from the user’s nose subsequent to application of the appli
ques on the wearer’s nose.

Common reference numerals are used throughout the 
drawings and the detailed description to indicate the same 
elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description set forth below in connection 
with the appended drawings is intended as a description of 
certain embodiments of a nasal applique for a breathing 
system and a related device for applying the applique to the 
user and is not intended to represent the only forms that may 
be developed or utilized. The description sets forth the 
various structure and/or functions in connection with the 
illustrated embodiments, but it is to be understood, however, 
that the same or equivalent structure and/or functions may 
be accomplished by different embodiments that are also 
intended to be encompassed within the scope of the present 
disclosure. It is further understood that the use of relational 
terms such as first and second, and the like are used solely 
to distinguish one entity from another without necessarily 
requiring or implying any actual such relationship or order 
between such entities.

According to one embodiment, there is provided a dis
posable apparatus, e.g., a nasal applique 10, specifically 
configured and adapted for use in a breathing enhancement 
system. As will be described in more detail below, one 
embodiment of the breathing enhancement system utilizes 
magnetic forces between a remotely located magnet and a 
metallic element included in the applique 10 to impart a 
dilating force on the user’s nose to open the user’s nasal 
passage. An exemplary breathing enhancement system with 
which the nasal applique 10 may be used is disclosed in 
United States Patent Application Publication Nos. 2015/ 
0173934 and 2015/0173933, the contents of which are 
expressly incorporated herein by reference.

The nasal applique 10 generally includes a flexible body 
12 and the metallic element 14 coupled to the flexible body
12. The flexible body 12 is configured to be attached to a 
lateral region of the user’s nose 16, with the flexible body 12 
being capable of bending/flexing to conform to the unique 
anatomy of the user’s nose 16. According to one embodi
ment, the flexible body 12 includes a first surface 18 and an 
opposing second surface 20. The first surface 18 includes an 
adhesive disposed thereon to enable the first surface 18 to be 
selectively attachable to the nose 16 of the wearer. A 
peel-away layer 22 may be coupled to the flexible body 12 
and cover the adhesive disposed on the first surface 18 to 
preserve the adhesive until the applique 10 is to be used.

According to one embodiment, and when viewed in from 
the perspective depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, the flexible body 
12 defines an outer periphery that is generally of the shape 
of an hour-glass or butterfly. In this respect, the outer 
periphery includes a pair of enlarged end portions 24 sepa
rated by a narrow middle portion 26 having a pair of 
opposed concave edges. The exemplary embodiment 
includes end portions 24 which are not identical; rather, one 
end portion is slightly larger than the other end portion. 
However, it is understood that in other embodiments, the end 
portions may be identical. The generally hour-glass configu
ration of the outer periphery may enable the flexible body 12 
to more easily conform to the unique anatomy of the user’s 
nose 16. For instance, one end portion of the flexible body 
12 may extend onto the “ala of the nose,” e.g., the rounded 
eminence extending around the nostril, the middle portion of
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the flexible body 12 may extend over the alar crease, and the 
remaining end portion of the flexible body 12 may extend on 
an adjacent region of the nose 16.

According to one embodiment, the flexible body 12 is a 
composite structure including a first layer 28 and a second 
layer 30 attached to the first layer 28. Of course, additional 
layers may be added to the flexible body 12 without depart
ing from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure. The 
metallic element 14 is captured between the first layer 28 
and the second layer 30, with the metallic element 14 being 
configured to interact with a magnet when the magnet is 
remotely positioned adjacent the nose 16 of the wearer and 
the flexible body 12 is attached to the nose 16 of the wearer. 
The metallic element 14 is positioned such that at least a 
portion of the flexible body 12 extends radially outward 
beyond the metallic element to define a flexible peripheral 
portion. The interaction between the metallic element 14 and 
the magnet imparts a dilating force on the nose 16 of the 
wearer, which causes the nose 16 of the wearer to dilate. In 
this respect, the applique 10 is specifically configured and 
adapted to selectively transition between an “ON” state and 
an “OFF” state, depending on the location of the external 
magnet. If the magnet is in close proximity to the applique 
10 residing on the user’s nose 16, the metallic element 14 is 
drawn towards the magnet and thus, the applique 10 imparts 
the dilating force on the nose 16. In contrast, if the magnet 
is not in close proximity to the user’s nose 16, the metallic 
element is not drawn towards the magnet, and thus, no 
dilating force is imparted on the nose 16 by the applique 10. 
The ability to selectively transition between ON and OFF 
states without requiring removal of the applique 10 is a 
significant benefit, as it allows a user to place the applique 
10 on at the beginning of an athletic event, and keep the 
applique 10 on the nose 16 throughout the duration of the 
athletic event, while allowing the user to selectively transi
tion the applique 10 between the ON and OFF states. Such 
ability is a significant departure from existing nasal “strips” 
which use a spring-biased metal strip to open a user’s nasal 
passageway. The existing nasal strips continuously apply a 
dilating force on the user’s nose the entire time the nasal 
strip is coupled to the nose. In this regard, the conventional 
nasal strip does not include the ability to seamlessly transi
tion between ON and OFF states based on the proximity of 
a magnet.

In one implementation, the second layer 30 is smaller than 
the first layer 28, with the second layer 30 being only large 
enough to extend between opposing edges of the first layer 
28 and cover the metallic element 14, which may protect the 
user from the edges of the metallic element 14. In this 
respect, the second layer 30 defines a pair of opposed edges 
32 defining a second layer width therebetween, wherein the 
second layer width is slightly laiger than the diameter of the 
metallic element 14 so as to effectively capture the metallic 
element 14 between the first and second layers 28, 30. Thus, 
the second layer 30 need not have an outer periphery that is 
coextensive with the first layer 28. Since the second layer 30 
may only partially cover the first layer 28, the second surface 
20 may be collectively defined by both the first layer 28 and 
the second layer 30. In particular, the entirety of the second 
layer 30 may define a portion of the second surface 20, while 
only those exposed portions of the first layer 28 may define 
the second surface 20. In this respect, the second surface 20 
may be the exposed surface collectively defined by the first 
and second layers 28, 30.

In the embodiment depicted in FIGS. 1-4, the second 
layer 30 extends relative to the first layer 28 in a longitudinal 
direction, e.g., the second layer 30 extending from one
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enlarged end portion 24 to the other enlarged end portion 24. 
In this respect, the second layer 30 is spaced from the 
opposed concave edges of the first layer 28.

According to one implementation, the first layer 28 has 
adhesive on each of the opposing surfaces thereof. In 
particular, the first layer 28 includes adhesive on the surface 
which is attachable to the user’s nose, as well as the surface 
which interfaces with the metallic element 14, as well as the 
second layer 30 so as to mitigate inadvertent separation 
between the first and second layers 28, 30. As to the second 
layer 30, it is also preferred that the surface which interfaces 
with the metallic element 14 and the first layer 28 also have 
adhesive.

Another embodiment of an applique 110 is shown in 
FIGS. 5-6, with the applique 110 being similar to the 
applique 10 discussed above. In view of the commonalities 
between the applique 10 shown in FIGS. 1-4 and the 
applique 110 shown in FIGS. 5-6, the discussion of applique 
110 will focus on the unique attributes thereof relative to 
applique 10. One unique feature of the applique 110 is the 
orientation of the second layer. More specifically, the appli
que 110 includes a first layer 128 and a second layer 130, 
wherein the second layer 130 extends in a direction gener
ally perpendicular to the direction of the second layer 30 
shown in FIGS. 1-4. In other words, the second layer 130 in 
FIGS. 5-6 extends between the opposed concave edges 
along the middle portion of the applique 110, and is spaced 
from the enlarged end portions 124. One particular advan
tage to orienting the second layer 130 as shown in FIGS. 5-6 
is that less material may be required for the second layer 
130, since it extends along the narrow, latitudinal section of 
the applique 10, rather than along the enlarged, longitudinal 
section thereof.

Referring back to FIGS. 1-4, and according to one 
embodiment, the flexible body 12 includes at least one 
perforation 32 extending from the first surface 18 to the 
second surface 20. In this regard, depending on the location 
of the perforation 32, the perforation 32 may extend through 
only the first layer 28, or through both the first layer 28 and 
the second layer 30. The perforations 32 are adapted to 
ventilate the user’s skin residing under the applique 10 to 
prevent sweat from building up under the applique 10. Along 
these lines, a buildup of sweat between the applique 10 and 
the user’s skin could diminish the ability of the adhesive to 
effectively secure the applique 10 to the user’s nose 16. 
Thus, by incorporating the perforation(s) 32, the sweat can 
evaporate or flow away from the user’s skin to more 
effectively maintain adhesion between the applique 10 and 
the user’s nose 16.

According to one embodiment, the applique 10 includes 
a plurality of perforations 32 which are spaced radially 
outward from the metallic element 14. In this respect, the 
perforations 32 may be located in that portion of the flexible 
body 12 extending between the outer periphery of the 
metallic element 14 and the outer periphery of the flexible 
body 12. In certain embodiments, the perforations 32 may be 
spaced from outer periphery of the flexible body 12, while 
in other embodiments, one or more perforations 32 may 
extend all the way to the outer periphery of the flexible body 
12.

Referring now specifically to FIGS. 1-4, the perforations 
form a “starburst” pattern, with each perforation 32 being 
generally linear and extending in a radially outward direc
tion relative to the metallic element 14. The exemplary 
starburst pattern includes twelve perforations 32 spaced 
equally about the metallic element 14. It is understood that 
the size of the perforations 32 may vary, e.g., some perfo
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rations 32 may be shorter in length than others, and that the 
number of perforations 32 may also vary. In this respect, 
there may be as few as one perforation 32, while in other 
embodiments, there may be more than twelve perforations 
32 without departing from the spirit and scope of the present 
disclosure.

Referring now back to FIGS. 5-6, the applique 110 shown 
therein includes a plurality of perforations 132 in a different 
arrangement from that shown in FIGS. 1-4. In particular, the 
applique 110 includes a plurality of perforations 132 
arranged in a cross-hatch pattern. In particular, the plurality 
of perforations 132 includes a first set of perforations 132α 
extending in a first axial direction and a second set of 
perforations 1326 extending in a second axial direction 
generally perpendicular to the first axial direction.

Although the foregoing shows appliques 10, 110 having 
linear perforations arranged in a starburst pattern and a 
cross-hatch pattern, it is understood that that the perforations 
may take on other shapes and/or configurations. In this 
respect, the perforations are not limited to linear perfora
tions; rather, the perforations may be circular, triangular, 
quadrangular, curvilinear, etc. Furthermore, the perforations 
may be arranged in any pattern or arrangement known by 
those skilled in the art.

Referring now to the particulars of the metallic element 
14, the exemplary embodiment of the metallic element 14 
includes a convex surface defining a “domed” configuration 
to enhance magnetic engagement with the remotely located 
magnet. In this regard, flat-to-flat attachment between the 
magnet and the metallic element 14 may create uncomfort
able torque on the user’s nose. Thus, by creating a domed 
engagement surface on the metallic element, such uncom
fortable torque may be avoided. Furthermore, the convex 
surface defines an engagement surface which the magnet 
may engage with and move along during engagement 
between the applique 10 and the magnet. In particular, the 
magnet may move along at least two axes, particularly, the 
X and Υ axes (as shown in FIG. 2) relative to the metallic 
element 14 while the metallic element 14 remains engaged 
with the magnet.

The domed or arcuate surface may be positioned opposite 
a generally planar surface of the flexible body 12, such as 
substantially parallel to a flexible body plane defined by the 
flexible body 12. It is understood that the outer periphery of 
the metallic element 14 may be any shape, including circu
lar, oval, quadrangular, etc. The advantages of the convex 
engagement between the metallic element 14 and the cor
responding magnet may also be effectuated through the use 
of an arcuate or dome shaped magnet. In this respect, the 
metallic element 14 and/or the magnet may have an arcuate 
or rounded surface.

Although the foregoing refers to the specifics of the 
applique, the following discussion, in conjunction with 
FIGS. 7-10, focuses on an applicator 200 for easily placing 
a pair of nasal appliques 10 on opposing lateral regions of 
the nose 16 of a user. According to one embodiment, the 
applicator 200 includes a base 202 and a nose rest 204 
translatably coupled to the base 202. The nose rest 204 
includes a translation body 206 and a nose pad 208 coupled 
to the translation body 206. The nose pad 208 may be 
specifically configured and adapted to engage with the user’s 
nose 16. Along these lines, the nose pad 208 may include a 
curved or arcuate engagement surface, and a cushion 210 to 
provide a cushioned surface against the user’s nose 16 
during use of the applicator 200. The cushion 210 may 
include a face which contacts the user’s nose during use, 
wherein the face includes an upper portion and a lower
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portion which is angled relative to the upper portion. In 
particular, the upper and lower portions may taper outwardly 
toward their intersection.

An adjuster 212 is coupled to the base 202 and the 
translation body 206, with the adjuster 212 being configured 
to enable selective translational adjustment of the translation 
body 206 relative to the base 202. Adjustment of the 
translation body 206 allows control over the depth of the 
appliques 10 on the user’s nose (e.g., the distance of the 
appliques 10 from the front of the nose). In the exemplary 
embodiment, the adjuster 212 includes a screw which is 
received within a cavity formed within the base 202, with 
the screw being capable of rotating relative to the base 202, 
although the screw remains relatively stationary in an axial 
direction relative to the base 202, e.g., the screw may rotate 
relative to the base 202, although the screw does not 
translate relative to the base 202. The screw includes a screw 
head 214 located within a first cavity portion 216 formed in 
the base 202, with the first cavity portion 216 generally 
corresponding to the size of the screw head 214 to capture 
the screw head 214 therein. An externally threaded shaft 218 
extends from the head 214 and through a second cavity 
portion 220 defined by the base 202 and into threaded 
engagement with the translation body 206. When the screw 
is rotated in a first rotational direction, the threaded engage
ment between the shaft 218 and the translation body 206 
causes the translation body 206 to translate relative to the 
base 202 in a first axial direction, and when the screw is 
rotated in an opposing second rotational direction, the 
threaded engagement between the shaft 218 and the trans
lation body 206 causes the translation body 206 to translate 
relative to the base 202 in an opposing second axial direc
tion. According to one embodiment, the translation body 206 
fits over the base 202 to slide/translate over the base 202. 
The translation body 206, base 202, and screw may be 
adapted to allow the translation body 206 to translate 
relative to the base 202 between a first position and a second 
position, wherein the translation body 206 translates away 
from a distal end 222 of the base 202 as the translation body 
206 translates from the first position toward the second 
position.

It is contemplated that the screw may be adapted to be 
rotated by the user through the use of a tool, such as an Allen 
wrench, screwdriver or the like. Alternatively, the screw may 
be adapted to enable direct manual control by the user, e.g., 
the user may rotate the screw head with a finger. Further
more, although the foregoing describes adjustability of the 
translation body 206 relative to the base 202 via a screw, it 
is contemplated that any other mechanism known in the art 
for controlling the position of the translation body 206 
relative to the base 202 may also be used without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.

The applicator 200 further includes a pair of applicating 
elements 224 (e.g., placement members) and a correspond
ing pair of stop members 226, with each applicating element 
224 being operatively associated with one of the stop 
members 226. The applicating elements 224 are transitional 
between first and second positions relative to the stop 
members 226, with the applicating elements 224 being 
transitioned from the first position to the second position 
when applying appliques 10 on the user’s nose 16, as will be 
described in more detail below.

According to one embodiment, each applicating element 
224 includes an arm 228 including a fixed end portion 230 
coupled to the base 202 and a free end portion 232 extending 
away from the base 232. The fixed end portion 230 of each 
arm 228 is coupled to opposed lateral portions of the base
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202. According to one embodiment, the arms 228 are 
integrally coupled with the base 202, although it is under
stood that the arms 228 and base 202 may be separately 
formed components. Each arm 228 is of a generally arcuate 
configuration, with the free end portion 232 being spaced 
laterally outward relative to the base 202. An applicator 
plate/pad 234 is coupled to each arm 228, with each appli
cator pad 234 being adapted to engage with a nasal applique 
10 for application on the user’s nose 16. In the exemplary 
embodiment, each applicator pad 234 is coupled to a respec
tive one of the arms 228 via a ball and socket joint 242 to 
enable pivotal movement of the applicator pad 234 relative 
to the arm 228. Such pivotal movement may be desirable 
when pressing the applique 10 onto the nose 16, as the 
ability of the applicator pad 234 to pivot allows the appli
cator pad 234 to automatically match the average angle the 
user’s nose 16. As shown, a ball 235 is coupled to the arm 
228 and a socket 237 adapted to receive the ball 235 is 
coupled to the applicator pad 234. However, it is understood 
that the arrangement of the ball and socket joint may be 
reversed, with the ball 235 being coupled to the applicator 
pad 234 and the socket 237 coupled to the arm 228.

Due to the cooperative relationship between the applicator 
pad 234, the stop members 226, and the nasal applique 10, 
the configuration of the stop members 226 and applicator 
pad 234 generally mimics the configuration of the nasal 
applique 10, and the peripheral configuration of the stop 
members 226 generally mimics the peripheral configuration 
of the applicator pad 234 and the nasal applique 10. There
fore, in one embodiment, the applicator pad 234 and stop 
members 226 may be interchangeable for use with different 
sizes or shapes of appliques 10.

A magnet 240 is coupled to each applicator pad 234, with 
the magnet 240 being adapted to impart a magnetic force on 
a corresponding metallic element 14 included in the nasal 
appliques 10 for maintaining the nasal appliques 10 in 
engagement with the applicator pads 234 prior to coupling 
of the appliques 10 to the user’s nose 16. The magnet 240 is 
received within an opening formed in the applicator pad 234, 
with the magnet 240 preferably being slightly offset or 
recessed relative to the surface of the applicator pad 234 
which engages with the applique 10. In this respect, the 
recessed position of the magnet 240 allows the metallic 
element 14 to be at least partially received within the 
opening formed within the applicator pad 234 which allows 
the flexible body 12 of the applique 10 to rest in flush contact 
with the applicator pad 234. The magnet 240 may be placed 
in the pad 234 so as to provide a magnetic field but not 
necessarily make contact with the applique 10.

The arms 228 and applicator pads 234 are arranged in 
generally opposing relation to each other. In particular, one 
arm 228 extends from one side of the base 202, while the 
other arm 228 extends from the other side of the base 202, 
such that the applicator pads 234 face each other. The 
opposing surfaces of the pads 234 may be generally planar, 
or alternatively, the surfaces may define a degree of curva
ture, and thus, may be arcuate in nature. The arms 228 are 
adapted to flex relative to the base 202 as the applicating 
elements 224 transition between the first and second posi
tions. In other words, as the arms 228 move toward each 
other, the applicating elements 224 transition from the first 
position toward the second position, and as the arms 228 
move away from each other, the applicating elements 224 
transition from the second position back toward the first 
position.

The stop members 226 are coupled to the base 202 via 
extension members 244 and are arranged in generally
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opposed relation to each other. The stop members 226 may 
include a sleeve 247 which fits over a portion of the 
extension member 244 to enable removable engagement 
between the stop members 226 and the respective extension 
members 244. According to one embodiment, each stop 
member 226 includes a primary wall 246 and a peripheral 
wall 248 extending from the primary wall 246, with the 
primary wall 246 and peripheral wall 248 collectively defin
ing a cavity 245 adapted to receive at least a portion of a 
respective applique 10. The primary wall 246 is disposed 
about, and thus, defines an opening through which a portion 
of the respective applicating elements 224 may extend. The 
peripheral wall 248 may include a cutout or gap 250 (see 
FIG. 7Β) formed therein to allow a user to easily access a 
peel-away layer on an applique 10 magnetically coupled to 
the applicator pad 234. In particular, a portion of the 
applique 10 may extend through the gap 250 to allow the 
user to remove the peel-away layer from the applique 10 
prior to pressing the applique 10 on the user’s nose.

When each applicating element 224 is in its first position, 
the applicator pad 234 is seated against the corresponding 
primary wall 246, and when each applicating element 224 is 
in its second position, the applicator pad is moved away 
from the respective primary wall 246 for placing the respec
tive one of the pair of nasal appliques 10 on the nose 16 of 
the user.

With the basic structure of the nasal applique 10 and the 
corresponding applicator 200 described above, the following 
discussion focuses on an exemplary use of the nasal appli
que 10 and applicator 200. The applicator 200 is prepared for 
use by adjusting the position of the nose rest 204 relative to 
the base 202. In particular, the adjuster 212 (e.g., screw) may 
be rotated in the first or second rotational directions to 
selectively position the nose rest 204 relative to the base 202 
so as to accommodate the size of the user’s nose 16. A pair 
of nasal appliques 10 are then engaged with the applicator 
pads 234 via magnetic attraction between the metallic ele
ment 14 in the applique 10 and the magnet 14 coupled to the 
corresponding applicator pad 234. The applicator pad 234 
and the defined by the stop member 226 may be generally 
complimentary in shape to the applique 10, so as to allow the 
applique 10 and applicator pad 234 to reside within the 
cavity when the applicating element is in the first position. 
The appliques 10 are coupled to the applicator pads 234 such 
that the adhesive portion of the applique 10 faces away from 
the applicator pad 234. The user may remove a peel-away 
layer from the applique 10 to expose the adhesive portion 
thereof.

With both appliques 10 coupled to the respective appli
cator pads 234, the user then positions his nose 16 adjacent 
the nose rest 204 and between the applicating elements 224. 
The user then presses on the arms 228 to flex the arms 228 
toward each other, which causes the applicator pads 234 to 
become unseated from the primary wall 246 of the stop 
members 226. The user continues to press the arms 228 
toward each other, until the flexible body 12 of the applique 
10 engages with the user’s nose 16 and is firmly pressed 
thereagainst. When the applique 10 initially contacts the 
user’s nose 16, the applicator pad 234 may pivot relative to 
the arm 228 to conform to the particular anatomical profile 
of the nose 16. The user continues to apply pressure on the 
arms 228 to maintain secure engagement between the appli
que 10 and the user’s skin while the adhesive takes hold 
between the user’s skin and the flexible body 12.

After a period of time, the user may remove the applicator 
200 from the user’s nose 16 by sliding the applicator 200 
down the user’s nose toward the tip. As the user slides the
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applicator 200 away from the appliques 10, two opposing 
forces begin to interact with the applique 10. One force is an 
adhesive force holding the applique 10 on the user’s nose, 
and a second force is a magnetic force between the magnet 
and the metallic element 14, which pulls the applique 10 
toward the magnet, i.e., away from the nose 16. The adhe
sive on the applique 10 is strong enough to overcome the 
magnetic force, and thus, the applique 10 remains adhered to 
the nose 16 while the applicator 200 is slid off the user’s 
nose 16.

The user may also release the pressure on the arms 228 to 
allow the arms 228 to transition from the second position 
toward the first position. As the user releases the pressure on 
the arms 228, the applicator pads 234 become seated against 
the primary wall 246 of the corresponding stop member 226, 
with the applicating elements 224 thereby assuming their 
respective first positions. In this respect, the arms 228 may 
be biased toward the first position, and thus, require force 
imparted by the user to cause the arms 228 to transition from 
the first position toward the second position.

The particulars shown herein are by way of example only 
for purposes of illustrative discussion, and are not presented 
in the cause of providing what is believed to be most useful 
and readily understood description of the principles and 
conceptual aspects of the various embodiments of the pres
ent disclosure. In this regard, no attempt is made to show any 
more detail than is necessary for a fundamental understand
ing of the different features of the various embodiments, the 
description taken with the drawings making apparent to 
those skilled in the art how these may be implemented in 
practice.

What is claimed is:
1. An applicator for placing a pair of nasal appliques on 

opposing lateral regions of a nose of a user, the applicator 
comprising:

a base;
a nose rest coupled to the base and adapted to rest adjacent 

the nose of the user;
a pair of stop members coupled to the base and arranged 

in generally opposed relation to each other; and
a pair of placement members coupled to the base, each 

placement member including an arm coupled to the 
base and a pad coupled to the arm, each placement 
member being engageable with a respective one of the 
pair of nasal appliques, each placement member being 
selectively transitional between a first position and a 
second position, when each placement member is in its 
first position, the placement member is positioned 
adjacent the respective one of the pair of stop members 
and when each placement member is in its second 
position, the placement member is moved away from 
the respective one of the pair of stop members for 
placing the respective one of the pair of nasal appliques 
on the nose of the user.

2. The applicator recited in claim 1, wherein the nose rest 
is translatably coupled to the base.

3. The applicator recited in claim 1, further comprising an 
adjuster coupled to the base and the nose rest, the adjuster 
enabling selective translational adjustment of the nose rest 
relative to the base.

4. The applicator recited in claim 1, wherein each place
ment member includes a magnet adapted to impart a mag
netic force on a corresponding metallic element included in 
the respective one of the pair of nasal appliques.

5. The applicator recited in claim 1, wherein the pad is 
pivotally coupled to the arm.
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6. The applicator recited in claim 1, wherein the arm and 

base allow the arm to flex relative to the base as the 
placement member transitions between the first and second 
positions.

7. The applicator recited in claim 1, wherein the arm is 
integrally coupled with the base.

8. The applicator recited in claim 1, wherein each stop 
member includes a primary wall and a peripheral wall 
extending from the primary wall, the primary wall and 
peripheral wall collectively defining a cavity adapted to 
receive at least a portion of a respective one of the pair of 
placement members in the first position.

9. The applicator recited in claim 8, wherein the primary 
wall is disposed about an opening through which the respec
tive one of the pair of placement members extends.

10. An applicator for placing a pair of nasal appliques on 
opposing lateral regions of a nose of a user, the applicator 
comprising:

a base;
a nose rest translatably coupled to the base and adapted to 

rest adjacent the nose of the user;
a pair of stop members coupled to the base and arranged 

in generally opposed relation to each other; and
a pair of placement members coupled to the base, each 

placement member being engageable with a respective 
one of the pair of nasal appliques, each placement 
member being selectively transitional between a first 
position and a second position, when each placement 
member is in its first position, the placement member is 
positioned adjacent the respective one of the pair of 
stop members and when each placement member is in 
its second position, the placement member is moved 
away from the respective one of the pair of stop 
members for placing the respective one of the pair of 
nasal appliques on the nose of the user.

11. The applicator recited in claim 10, further comprising 
an adjuster coupled to the base and the nose rest, the adjuster 
enabling selective translational adjustment of the nose rest 
relative to the base.

12. The applicator recited in claim 10, wherein each 
placement member includes a magnet adapted to impart a 
magnetic force on a corresponding metallic element 
included in the respective one of the pair of nasal appliques.

13. The applicator recited in claim 10, wherein each stop 
member includes a primary wall and a peripheral wall 
extending from the primary wall, the primary wall and 
peripheral wall collectively defining a cavity adapted to 
receive at least a portion of a respective one of the pair of 
placement members in the first position.

14. The applicator recited in claim 13, wherein the pri
mary wall is disposed about an opening through which the 
respective one of the pair of placement members extends.

15. An applicator for placing a pair of nasal appliques on 
opposing lateral regions of a nose of a user, the applicator 
comprising:

a base;
a nose rest coupled to the base and adapted to rest adjacent 

the nose of the user;
a pair of stop members coupled to the base and arranged 

in generally opposed relation to each other; and
a pair of placement members coupled to the base, each 

placement member being engageable with a respective 
one of the pair of nasal appliques, each placement 
member being selectively transitional between a first 
position and a second position, when each placement 
member is in its first position, the placement member is 
positioned adjacent the respective one of the pair of
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stop members and when each placement member is in 
its second position, the placement member is moved 
away from the respective one of the pair of stop 
members for placing the respective one of the pair of 
nasal appliques on the nose of the user; 5

wherein each stop member includes a primary wall and a 
peripheral wall extending from the primary wall, the 
primary wall and peripheral wall collectively defining 
a cavity adapted to receive at least a portion of a 
respective one of the pair of placement members in the to 
first position.

16. The applicator recited in claim 15, further comprising
an adjuster coupled to the base and the nose rest, the adjuster 
enabling selective translational adjustment of the nose rest 
relative to the base. 15

17. The applicator recited in claim 15, wherein each 
placement member includes a magnet adapted to impart a 
magnetic force on a corresponding metallic element 
included in the respective one of the pair of nasal appliques.

18. The applicator recited in claim 15, further comprising 20 

an adjuster coupled to the base and the nose rest, the adjuster 
enabling selective translational adjustment of the nose rest 
relative to the base.

19. The applicator recited in claim 15, wherein each 
placement member includes a magnet adapted to impart a 25 
magnetic force on a corresponding metallic element 
included in the respective one of the pair of nasal appliques.
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